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WOODSIDE BROWSE LNG HUB, JAMES PRICE POINT 

Statement 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [9.56 pm]: I rise tonight to talk about some aspects of the ongoing 
debate around the Woodside proposal for a gas hub in James Price Point. I rise to talk about it because of the 
amount of hatred that has been developed in one way, and the amount of fear that it is causing in that 
community. The hatred that is being generated is from opponents of the project, and the fear is from those people 
who might dare have a difference of opinion. I am not going to talk about the merits of that debate; I am going to 
talk about the way the debate has been carried out.  

I was in Broome very recently and was shocked to be told of a young girl who was being bullied at school 
because her father supported the project and was therefore a murderer of whales. Let us get something straight 
here: no whales will be killed. The breeding grounds are not going to be damaged. It is unbelievable, in fact, how 
many mining and offshore operations that whales have to migrate past to get up to their breeding grounds. I have 
actually stood on the North Rankin Alpha oil platform and watched a whale and calves swim underneath the 
flare bridge. I, along with many of my colleagues on those rigs, used to welcome whale shark migrations, 
because the display of those animals coming up and around the facility was a magnificent sight. I have been 
around the industry and worked around the industry, and I have not seen any whales belly up. On top of that, 
they had to pass two of Australia’s busiest ports, Port Hedland and Karratha. As they go around Exmouth, they 
have to go past three oil facilities. We can see those facilities from the beach where the Exmouth Lighthouse 
Caravan Park is, right at the tip. We can see those in the day time and we can see them at night. I can tell 
members that there has been absolutely no diminishing of the tourist industry—none; zip. Yet we have people 
jumping up and down saying that whales are going to be killed. So I am using that as a specific example.  

I raised that recently with the Wilderness Society, and they said, “We agree with you. It has nothing to do with 
whales. We just want to see the facility either built on a float or moved to Port Hedland”. But at the end of the 
meeting, they showed me their pamphlets, and what was on the front of them but whales, and dolphins, and 
dugongs! I can tell members about dugongs, too. The only place where I have ever swum with dugongs and the 
only place where I have regularly seen dugongs is in Withnell Bay. In fact, when I worked in the oil and gas 
industry I used to take my children out there to go fishing, right next to the gas plant. Until that time, I had never 
seen a dugong. So my kids have had that opportunity, because I was able to get out there and access that area. 
That might be a problem in itself in opening up that area. That plant itself is now a tourist depot. Tens of 
thousands of visitors go out to look at that particular development. Not everything about it is good. But not 
everything is bad, either.  

On a similar topic, in response to an article in The Australian, Hon Robin Chapple got up in this place and 
implied that somehow this was about the coconut slurs. Hon Robin Chapple got up and said that somehow there 
was biased reporting by The Australian in implying that those people who were opposed to the project were 
responsible for those slurs. Of course, those people have now distanced themselves from that and said they are 
not engaged in that. Well, I read in the paper today about how a woman had been shocked to see a tourist being 
attacked by a woman in the shopping centre in Broome just because she had expressed a pro-project opinion. 
This woman said to that tourist, “How dare you have an opinion! You don’t come from here! Get away!” What a 
double standard that is! It is good enough for Missy Higgins and everyone else they want from the eastern states 
to come here and give their opinion, provided it is on their side. I have heard similar comments. Well, this is 
Australia, and we are entitled to express an opinion for and against, and we should be entitled to express an 
opinion without being accused of killing animals, killing the environment, taking away people’s lands, and 
splitting up families. These are some of the most ridiculous things that I have ever heard. But in fact it is 
happening. Families are starting to fight among themselves.  

I want to talk now about the divided Indigenous people. I had the great privilege of going to the Kimberley 
Aboriginal Law and Culture Centre and to a big corroboree that was held at Fitzroy Crossing. Hon Robin 
Chapple managed to get there for about 50 minutes. There were over 1 000 people there on that night. I can tell 
members that there were a few people there who were opposed to the project. They were entitled to be there. 
They were guests. They were not entitled to be there from a customary perspective. I was there. Everybody 
actually supports the project. Over 1 000 people support the project. I am not going to get involved in those 
politics. But some untruths are being told. There are Indigenous people up there who oppose it. That is okay. But 
just because other people support it, they should not be vilified.  

I now want to talk about Wayne Bergmann in particular, and Nolan Hunter. Wayne Bergmann has been 
particularly attacked for his stand. This is a man whose only motivation is to deliver economic certainty to his 
people. That is his only motivation—no personal gain. He wants development. When I talked to him just 
recently, he was complaining to me about how Rio Tinto was offering him a part of the 10 per cent that they 
have allocated. He said, “I don’t want that for my people. I want the 90 per cent. I want my people to have the 
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capacity to tender into those jobs.” The opportunities that he sees at James Price Point will give his people those 
opportunities. That is his argument. I can tell members that if I find any person going around this place vilifying 
these people, I will stand in this house and name them. They might have a certain level of viciousness and attack; 
I have privilege and I will use it because that is what I am entitled to do in representing my constituents. 

The other one is Nolan Hunter, the new CEO of the Kimberley Land Council. The KLC has been vilified left, 
right and centre by opponents. They have been called “non-representative” and “coconuts” and they have had 
their people spat on. These people have never once said to me that the opponents—the people who oppose this 
project—are not entitled to have their say, but they have been vilified to a state that they have required security, 
they have had to hide the fact that they work for these companies and they have had to be careful when they have 
gone away and left their families at home. It is fear; whether or not it is justified, it is fear. Of course it is fear 
because of these messages of hatred all around town. But that is going to work against those people who are 
doing that. 

We recently had a local council election with a pretty close result—40 per cent—with a couple of people pro and 
a couple of people against. Basically it was a draw at 40 per cent. If we take half of those people who got up, it 
was not a huge mandate for an opposition to James Price Point. So we will wait and see; people will have their 
say one way or the other. As I said, I support everybody’s right to have their say on this issue, but I will not 
support people who vilify other people and who lie about the facts. People who lie about the facts and press 
home these lies like others do, cannot sit in this place or anywhere else and say, “We don’t support vilification. 
We don’t support racism”, because they do. Unless people are truthful in these debates and unless they actually 
believe in what they are saying and have some integrity, the result they may gain will be corrupt. 
 


